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REVIEWS 


Clinical Diagnosis and Urinalysis. The Medical Epitome 
Series. By James Rae Arneill, A.B., M.D., Professor of Medi¬ 
cine and Clinical Medicine, University of Colorado, etc. Series 
edited by Victor Cox Pedersen, A.M., M.D., Instructor in 
Surgery and Anaesthetist at the New York Polyclinic Medical 
School and Hospital, etc. Philadelphia and New York: Lea 
Brothers & Co., 1905. 

This volume presents in abbreviated form the subject of labor¬ 
atory diagnosis as compiled by the author from the standard text¬ 
books and from his own observations, and it covers practically all 
the important points. 

There is some fault to be found in the arrangement of the sub¬ 
ject matter, especially in the opening chapters dealing with general 
considerations and with haematology. The chapters devoted to the 
examination of the gastric contents are excellent and entirely prac¬ 
tical, and the same may be said of the examination of the sputum. 

In the discussion of die feces the chemistry is purposely omitted. 
Although, as the author states, the chemical examination of the feces 
is usually of little value, the tests for so-called “occult” blood are 
certainly worthy of consideration as an aid to diagnosis in doubtful 
cases. 

Under “Miscellaneous Examinations,” exception may be taken 
to the brief and casual manner in which lumbar puncture is dis¬ 
posed of. The subject of urinalysis is covered thoroughly, and in 
an up-to-date manner. 

The illustrations, with the exception of the colored plate sup¬ 
posed to represent Tallquist’s color scale, are very satisfactory. 

F. F. 


A Treatise on Plague: Dealing with the Historical, Epidemi¬ 
ological, Clinical, Therapeutical, and Preventive Aspects 
of the Disease. By W. J. Simpson, M.D. Aberd., F.R.C.P. 
Lond., D.P.H. Camb. Cambridge: University Press, 1905. 

The book is dedicated “to all those who are actively interested 
in plague and its prevention,” but so engrossing is the work that 
one feels after reading a few chapters that the dedication must have 
been meant for him alone. The author’s close association with the 
plague during the epidemic in Cape Colony and in Calcutta and 
Hong Kong lends a personal note to the descriptions which give 
the book a peculiar individuality and charm. The stoiy of the dis¬ 
ease, one of such great historical interest and present-day impor¬ 
tance, is told with much accuracy and care. The first 225 pages, 
about one-half the treatise, are devoted to “The History and Dis¬ 
tribution of the Plague and the Epidemics of Plague.” The history 
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of the early epidemics, the account of the plague in India and the 
description of the present pandemic are given very fully, and these 
chapters abound with notes to literature and with quotations from 
the earlier writers. A very good description of the “Plague in the 
Individual” follows. This part is divided into several chapters on 
the “Morbid Anatomy and Pathology,” “Channels of Infection,” 
“Clinical Features,” “Diagnosis and Prognosis,” and “Treat¬ 
ment.” Autopsy protocols and illustrative cases aid in giving an 
accurate idea of the disease as it is seen. Finally, the last part, 
covering something over 100 pages, is devoted to “Measures for 
Prevention and Suppression of Plague.” 

The book, from beginning to end, abounds in interest and points 
of practical importance. Maps, tables, temperature charts, and 
photographs help to illustrate the text Though there are micro¬ 
photographs of the plague bacillus it is rather disappointing that 
the author has not inserted drawings to illustrate the pathology of 
the disease. But one who reads this treatise cannot fail to become 
intensely interested in the subject. W. T. L. 


Wharton and Stille’s Medical Jurisprudence. Vol. II., 
Poisuns. By Robert Amory, A.M., M.D., and Robert L. 
Emerson, A.B., M.D. Fifth edition. Rochester, N. Y.: The 
Lawyers’ Co-operating Publishing Co., 1905. 

The general scope and character of this large treatise is so 
familiar, and the work has remained as a standard for so many years, 
that a detailed description is quite unnecessary. In fact, the vast 
amount of material which it contains almost precludes review. A 
very extensive and fourth revision was made in 1884, the first since 
1873, and the present is the fifth edition. Much revision, of course, 
has been made to bring the material up to the present date, and in 
large part the text has been recast or rewritten. This has been done 
very successfully and many new subjects have been inserted, as, for 
example, the chapter on amyl alcohol poisoning, the discussions on 
poisoning by sulphonal, and the evil effects of acetanilid and the 
other coal-tar derivatives. Ptomain and toxalbumin poisons are 
also considered at some length. The newer biological tests for 
blood are discussed and numerous references are made to the mod¬ 
em work dealing with chemical problems concerned in toxicology. 
Occasionally one finds certain delinquencies in regard to modem 
methods of diagnosis, between cases of poisoning, and well-recog¬ 
nized diseased processes. Few criticisms, however, can be made, 
and, altogether, the volume is a veritable storehouse of information 
for both physician and lawyer. W. T. L. 



